Storing Tender Bulbs and Tubers
	(Such as dahlias, gladiolas, elephant ears, begonias, cannas)

Advantages to growing bulbs: 
·  Like annual flowers, they bloom all summer.

·  Every year each bulb get larger and grow more bulbs.

·  One time expense to buy.

To store bulbs for winter:
1.  Wait until after a frost kills the foliage.

2.  Carefully dig up each bulb and cut off the dead leaves.

3.  Let the bulb dry in a sheltered area out of sun and weather (such as in a covered porch).

4.  When dry, shake off excess soil.

5.  If the bulb is damaged, allow a scab to form before  storing.

6.  Label and place in open plastic or paper bags.

7.  Store in a cool dark place where temperatures stay between 45-55 degrees (such as in a cellar).

8.  To keep the bulbs from drying out, once a month lightly spray them with water using a spray bottle. It helps me to mark my calendar to remind me to water.

9.  Replant in the spring.


