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Fall Bulbs
Now is the time of year to plant spring blooming bulbs. Here are a few tips to help you create a long lasting display of beautiful spring flowers. 
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The first thing to do is choose what kind of bulbs to buy. Pick bulbs that feel firm and heavy. Avoid buying one that is mushy or that has any gray mold on it. Buy from reputable dealers. The better quality the bulb, the more flowers it will produce in the spring. 
Next, add some peat moss, humus or compost to the soil. Work these into the planting site. You can also add a bulb fertilizer at this time. 

Spring bulbs require specific planting depths. Below is a chart showing the proper planting for several different kinds of bulbs:

	
	Tulip
	Daffodil
	Hyacinth
	Crocus
	Scilla
	Snowdrop
	Glory of the Snow
	Grape Hyacinth

	Planting Depth
	6-8”
	6-8”
	6”
	4”
	4”
	3”
	3”
	4-5”


Small bulbs like crocus, scilla and glory of the snow can be planted into your lawn. They will be finished blooming before your lawn needs to be mowed for the first time in the spring. These bulbs are small; just use skewer or a wooden dowel to poke holes into the lawn three inches deep. Drop in a bulb and fill the hole with soil or compost.  Make the holes in a random fashion all over the grass. Next spring you will be rewarded with beautiful flowers all over your lawn area. 
Larger bulbs look best when planted in clumps of uneven numbers, (5 or 7, 9). It is also easier to plant this way. Instead of making individual holes, a larger hole can be dug to the proper depth, then, plant several bulbs in that one area. In case you are not sure how to place the bulbs, a rule of thumb is to plant them with the pointy side up. The spacing of bulbs is generally the same number as the planting depth. 
The best bulbs to purchase are the ones that naturalize. These will continue to grow each year, giving you more and more flowers. Crocuses, glory of the snow, daffodils, and scilla, are examples of bulbs that will continue to increase each year. A little work in the fall will be rewarded with increasing numbers of blooms for years to come. 

