Paperwhites and Amaryllis Bulbs

It is too cold to grow flowers outside anymore, but you can easily turn a sunny windowsill into an inside garden. Paperwhite  Narcissus and Amaryllis bulbs both produce beautiful flowers and are easy to grow.
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Paperwhites come in two colors, white and yellow. All you need is a shallow dish and some gravel. Put a layer of rocks or gravel in your container. Then place several paperwhite bulbs on top of the rocks, add more gravel around the bulbs to hold them in place. Be careful to keep the top third of the bulb uncovered. Add some water into the dish, just to the bottom of the bulbs. In five to six weeks you will have a beautiful display of fragrant flowers. Treat these bulbs like fresh flowers, once they are done blooming, just throw them away. 
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Amaryllis bulbs are more expensive to buy than paperwhites, but they can last for years with just a little bit of care. The come in several different colors, red, white, pink, peach and even striped varieties. Plant your bulb in a 6 to 8 inch pot in regular potting soil. Leave the top third of the bulb uncovered. Water sparingly at first until you see it starting to grow. It takes about 8 weeks for an Amaryllis to bloom.

After it is done blooming, cut the flower off at the base of the stalk. Continue to let the bulb grow, it will turn into a nice leafy houseplant. Be sure to water it regularly and fertilize once a month with an all purpose fertilizer. In the summer, after any danger of frost, the plant can be moved outside. It can be left in the pot or planted into the ground, just remember to dig it up at the end of the growing season. Wait till a hard frost kills the leaves. Then, cut  back the leaves to the top of the bulb. Take the plant out of direct sunlight, stop watering it and let it rest for at least 6 weeks. After it has rested, repot it in fresh potting soil, place it in a sunny windowsill and watch it grow. 


As the bulb gets older, it will start to make babies. For an absolutely beautiful show of flowers, don't remove the babies, just let them grow. Over time a larger pot will have to be used to accommodate a larger plant, but instead of just one bulb flowering, you will have several flower stalks blooming at the same time.

With just a few bulbs, a little bit of water, gravel or soil you can have lovely flowers on your windowsill. It is fun to watch them grow and the flowers will make you smile.
